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Fairtrade Standard for Flowers and Plants (15.10.2023 v 2.2)

Interpretation Notes

Date November 22 2024

Reference Fairtrade Standard for Flowers and Plants
Affected ) :

standard 4.1.4 Collection of environmental data

requirement

Applies to: Companies

Core You collect information on plant protection products and fertilisers on a daily basis and water
and energy on a monthly basis as detailed below.
Year O | Producers report this information to Fairtrade International.

Type of record What is measured Units Area Time
period

Use of fertilisers with Every fertiliser with N Kg of N | Hectare | Month

nitrogen

Use of fertilisers with Every fertiliser with P Kg of P | Hectare | Month

phosphorus

Names and amounts Active ingredient (pesticide) Kgl/ litre | Hectare | Month

of Plant Protection
Products applied

Abstraction Total water abstracted per week or month. | M3 n/a Month
(with each source listed separately)
Percentage that is applied as irrigation | % n/a Month

(and type of irrigation used e.g. drip
irrigation or other water saving technology)

Irrigation applied Total water used in crop irrigation per week | M3 n/a Month
or month

Total energy used in Sum of all energy used from electricity, | KWh Hectare | Month

production fuel, other- distinguish between renewable

and non-renewable

Guidance: Producers may already be capturing and reporting on this data . This data can be communicated to Fairtrade via the
Certification Body that they are reporting this data to.

Interpretation

Is this requirement currently applicable?

Following feedback received from our stakeholders that this requirement is not fit for purpose,
Fairtrade International has taken the decision to make the requirement non-applicable for all
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Fairtrade flower and plant companies, until the requirement is revised and content clearly
understood by all our stakeholders.

What does this mean for Fairtrade flower and plant companies that already
received non- compliances for this requirement?

Non-applicability of the requirement will also apply retrospectively. This means that non-
conformities that have been issued in the past will be considered unjustified and can be closed
by the certification body by evaluating the non-conformity as “resolved” referring to this
Interpretation Note (i.e. the non-conformity does not need to be resolved by the certified
organisation).
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